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PREFACE.

Thumb and the Bumble-Bee, the exploits of
Gulliver among the Lilliputians, the Descent
of Sinbad into the Valley of Diamonds, &c:

Children, like adults, if their taste i? not first

vitiated with such extravagant, wild, and high
seasoned things, will be pleased, and, it is

presumed, better pleased with simple narra-

tions of plain facts. What but a depraved
taste, poisoned by habit, could make a bloom-

ing youth prefer novels, plays, and romances,
to the Sacred Records, and other useful writ-

ings ? But, alas ! very many such instances

there are. And how much to be pitied is the

youth, whose inestimable time has been wast-

ed in studies of this kind : and whose mind by
this means has been stored with such a Mag-
azine of trash !



True - HH.ited.
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company of wicked children, that

saw a pious man, who it appears, by
reason of age, had grown bald, pass
by ; they made a mock of him, and
in derision said,

" Go up thou bald

head, go up thou bald head." By
what followed, we may see, how ve-

ry wicked it is for children 1o make
a mock of others

; for, the pious old

man noticed, and highly disapproved
their conduct ; and there came two

bears out of (he wood, and destroy-
ed 42 of I hem!

What a dreadful ju lament on

those wicked children ;
and what

a sore affliction it must be to their
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Gross words and angry names require

To be chastis'd at school ;

And he's in danger of hell fire,

That calls his brother fool.

But lips that dare be o profane,

To mock and jeer, and pcoff

At holy things or holy men,

The Lord shall shall cut them off.

When children in their wanton play

Serv'd old Elisha so,

And bid the prophet go his way,
" Go up, thou bald head, go."

God quickly stopp'd their wicked breath,

And sent two raging bears,

That tore them limb from limb to death,

With blood, and groans, and tears.

Great God, how terrible art thou,

To sinners e'er so young !

Grant me thy grace, and teach me how,

To taine and rule my tongue.
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miles, and used to have to trudge
with his dinner basket in his hand,

over the fences, across the fields and

through a wood ; and many a time

have his little bare feet been severe-

ly hurt in passing through the stub-

ble, or among the briers ; yet, these

were no discouragement to his in-

dustry, in the pursuit of learning,
which ttuly is more valuable than

silver or gold. However, although
this boy was very attentive to his

studies, at seasons, as well as others

he was delighted with the usual re-

creations of children ;
one of which

he was very fond of, that of going
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water; aud at one time he and ano-

ther boy went to swim in a pond
where he was unacquainted with the

depth of water, and boldness of the

shores. He had not yet practised

enough to venture to swim where (be

water was deep, without something
to support him, such as a rail, stake,
or the like. In this pond, these boys
were striving to ?ee who could swuu
the fastest; our little boy, with a

stick under him, and the other with-

out ; and the other boy stopping and

putting his feet downwards appeared
to stand on the bottom, when this lit-

tle boy leaped off his stick, but found

himself plunged in the water over his

head. Alarmed, indeed, and with

the water gushing inlo his lunjrs as

fast as his /lose nid moulh could re-

ceive i!, he here expected to end his

days ; and at this awful moment, al-

most the first thing that entered his

mind, and that with weight, was the

command of his mother; but by his

own efforts, and that of his compan-
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a fond parent, whose only aim is tht

good of' the child, yet often, like

bread cast on the waters, il is found

after many days ; and especially
when a trying time arrives, these

things are often brought impressive-

ly into view.
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called on their God for help in the

time of trouble. But the prophet
at that time lay asleep : and they
awoke him, and advised him also

to call on his God for help. Now it

appears they discovered on waking
the prophet, that he had disobeyed
the voice of his God, and he being
sensible this had been sent for his

transgression, advised them to throw

him info the sea, and they took him

up and cast him overboard.

And the storm was hushed, and the

sea became calm. Then the men
feared the Lord exceedingly, and

offered sacrifices to the Lord, and
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me ; out of the belly of hell cried I,

and tbou heardest my voice. For
thou hadst cast me info the deep,
in the midst of the seas: and the

floods compassed me about ; all thy
billows and thy waves passed over

me. Then I said, I am cast out of

thy sight; yet I will look again to-

ward the holy temple. The wafers

compassed me about even to the

soul ; the depth closed me round

about, the weeds were wrapped a-

bout my head. I went down to the

bottoms of the mountains; the earth

with her bars were about me forev-

er : yet hast thou brought up my
life from corrupiion, O Lord, my
God. When my soul fainted within

me, I remembered the Lord : and my
prayer came in unto the, into thine

holy temple. They that observe

lying vanities forsake their own mer-

cy. But 1 will sacrifice unto thee

with a voice of thanksgiving ; I will

pay that I have vowed. Salvation

is of the Lord."
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The Robin relieved.

AS a countryman was riding along
a road (hat led into a wood, he dis-

covered a Robin fast to a bush by
a string, which probably she had ta-

ken to assist in building her nest,
but by some means, had got entan-

gled with it. The poor bird was

fluttering, in vain endeavouring to

escape ; its mate in distress was

hovering near, unable to give relief;

but how must its anguish have been
increased on beholding the approach-

ing steps of a wan, with outstretched

arm and expanded hand, about to

grasp its companion.
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The dew-drops bespangled each tree,

Each herd, and each flow'ret, with gems ;

The eye was delighted to see,

How they sparkled in the sun's beams.

All nature was cheerful and gay,

Not a creature appeared to be sad,

Hilarity hail'd the new day,

All things seemed joyful and glad.

As I traveHM with Socious along,

And with him, partook of the bliss,

In an instant my joy was unstrung,

By a warbler that scream'd in distress.

In a vine, I a Redbreast beheld,

His feet in the tendrils entwin'd ;

B} City's soft dictates impell'd,

'lo relieve him my soul was inclinM.

Oh ! Socious, I cried, quick he flew.

Without giving t ;me to say more -

,

For Soci-jus by sympathy knew

Whai compassion but meant to implore.
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Daniel in the Lions' Den.

AT a very remote period of time,
when the Jews, who are called the

children of Israel, were captives in

Babylon, having been carried into

captivity by Nebuchadnezzar, there

was a certain lad of the Israelites,

by name Daniel, who on account
of his pious zeal, was favoured of
his God with wisdom and under-

standing : whereby he was drawn
into the particular notice of the king
Nebuchadnezzar, and his successors

after him, the last of whom was nam-
ed Darius, whose affection and par-

tiality for Daniel were such as to

excite the envy of his princes, who,

putting their heads together, so con-

trived matters, as to have a decree

passed of such a nature they were

well assured righteous Daniel could

not comply with ;
and watching

him with an evil eye, they soon

found occasion to accuse him of

breaking the king's decree, and
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as before him, innocency was found
in me ; and also before thee, O
king, have I done no hurt." Then
was the king exceeding glad for

him, and commanded that they
should take Daniel up out of the

den. So Daniel was taken up out

of the den, and no manner of hurt

was found upon him, because he be-

lieved in his God. And the king
commanded, and they brought those

men which had accused Daniel, and

they cast them into the den of lions,

them, theirchildren, and their wives;
and the lion* had the mastery of them
and broke all their bones in pieces
before they came to the bottom of

the den.
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The Cram with a Broken Leg.
ABOUT 20 miles from New-

York, a little east of New-Rocbelle,
and near (he Sound, is a fresh water

mill-pond, to which divers kinds of

wild fowl resort. Amongt the rest,

cranes are often seen wading in the

water, with their long legs, in pursuit
of their food, and flying backward
and forward, to and from the salt

water. Some years past, there was

observed a large crane with one leg
broken near the body. As she re-

peatedly flew over, while the other

was extended as usual in flight di-

rectly backward, this broken one

would swinii below the bird.
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The dangerous effect* ofFear in

the Water.

WHEN a lad, I was at Cow-Har-

bour, about four miles east of liunt-

ington, on Long-Island, in company
with one or two lads on the shore.

We were viewing two white boys
and a black one amusing themselves

in the water
;

it appeared, that the

black boy, though he could swim,
had not yet acquired confidence

enough knowingly to venture into

the water deeper than his head ; but

was swimming along apparently as

well as the others, when one cries

out,
" Pump you are over your

head ;" on hearing which, he imme-

diately began to sink, and with the

water running into his mouth, cried

out, as well as he could,
" catch me,

catcfc me ;"
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The danger and sad effects of

Gun-Powder.

IN the beginning of the Ameri-
can Revolution, powder became a

very fashionable arlicle
;
not to blast

rocks, for the improvement of the

fields, but for the more dreadful pur-

pose of destroying the lives of hu-

man beings.
A little lad by the name of Tho-

mas,had by some means, procured
a small portion of this powerful ar-

ticle, with which, doubtless, *;e

thought he would have some fine

sport. He put bis powder into a

tobacco-box, on which he laid pa-

per, and on that a coal of fire. He
then got on his knees, and desired

his play-mate, another boy less than

himself, who seemed shy, to come

nearer, and be would show him a

trick. It appears his object was to

enliven the coal, and then place it on
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Not long after the preceding acci-

dent, a man who was very fond of

shooting birds, and often used to go
out inlo the bays and creeks, on Ihe

south-side of Long- Island, after wild

geese, brant, ducks, &c. of which
there are abundance in the winter

season frequenting those waters, had
a quarter of pound of powder or

more wrapped in a paper in his

pocket, and was Kilting by his fire-

side one evening, after his family had

retired to rest, smoking his pipe ;

and by some means the tire got to

his powder, and of course, made a

terrible blast,

to the great alarm of his -family, and
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after the explosion, found himself en-

tangled in the shrouds ;

and although very much burnt, suc-

ceeded in climbing up the mast, from
which he was taken at day light, and

brought up to town that morning ;

he has been conveyed to the Hospi-
tal, where every care will be taken

ef him. Besides the crew, there

were four passengers ;
2 women, and

2 men. Captain Brown has a family
in New-York, to whom this melan-

choly news will prove particularly

affecting. The passengers were

wheel-rights, moving to New-York,
for employment.
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fixed a small bow for him to perch
on, and to which one end of his chain

was made fast ; and on the bottom of

the board. a platform was projected,
about 8 or 10 inches square ; this

platform was the bird's limits. At
one corner of the platform hung a

small tumbler of water, perhaps 4
or 6 inches below the platform, and

beyond the scope of the little chain-

ed bird ; a small cup or bucket
was fastened to the platform by a

thread, directly over the tumbler,
which when down, hung in the wa-

ter
,
and at the other corner a small

paper wagon of birdseed was fast-

ened by a string on a descending
board, about 8 or 10 inches long,

which, when left to itself, remained

at the lower end of the board. This

little bird, as hunger or thirst impell-

ed, would descend from its perch,
and draw up the bucket or wagon,
and after slacking its thirst or satis-

fying its hunger, let go the strings,

and they would each descend to



i till

.i-li was flii- :-

ami pulliru il up a lillle,
--

on ll-. tin r- till

mi the *!r!." il ftir-

ther,
'

wagon ne t k or eat.



40

The preceding cut is a front view
of the little bird and his place of con-

finement; with his wagon of seed and
tumbler of crater.

This cut represents the profile of

the little prisoner's habitation, &c.

If the time taken, or the pains

used, to teach this little feathered

creature, were as useful as curious,

or rendered it proportionably hap-

pier, the task would be commenda-
ble : but if the reverse, would it not
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The sad effects of Wrestling.

THERE are many ways by which
children recreate and exercise them-

selves ; and it is a matter well worthy
not only their own, but their friends,

and caretaker's consideration, that

their choice in the mode of amuse-
ment should be such as is the mo?t

innocent, healthful, and pleasant,
and least liable to danger and acci-

dent Of this kind, wrestling does

not class
;
but it is a violent and

dangerous exercise, frequently ex-

citing the passions of the antagonists,
if not ending with blows ; and some-

times broken or dislocated bones,
and other injuries are the conse*

qtience, to say nothing of torn and

dirty clothes. In the course of my
acquaintance, I knew a couple of

lads about 10 or 12 years of age,

who, by the instigation of some in-

considerate men, were induced to try
their strength and agility in this way;
the consequence was a broken arm
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